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Summary

This paper describes different types of service learning projects and their impact on K-12 students’
motivation for learning. It focuses on the pedagogic aspect of service learning that engages pre-service
and in-service teachers and students in learning experiences that have both academic and civic merits.
The underlying motive of this paper is the high value placed on encouraging prospective and veteran
teachers to integrate and implement service learning projects in their various teaching contexts.

I will present firsthand accounts of the merit of service learning as experienced by pre-service teachers
and K-12 classroom students. All pre-service teachers agreed that it was worth undertaking their project
with classroom students. Many suggested that they would recommend this type of project to other
teachers because of the high level of students’ motivation for learning. One pre-service teacher wrote:
“This experience was truly one of the most rewarding parts of my internship.”

Pre-service teachers’ involvement in service learning constitutes a vital part of their internship
experience. In the course of several semesters, a growing interest in service learning activities began to
take root in K-12 teaching contexts and was being supported by administrators, parents, and students. In
light of students and pre-service teachers’ accounts of their service experience described in this paper, it
should no longer be surprising that service learning will continue to gain esteem and recognition as an



integral part of any program in K-12 or higher education contexts. It is my hope that K-12 schools and
higher education institutions with teacher education programs and teaching degree seeking students may
benefit from the initiatives and insights from various accounts of service learning described in this paper.
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